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First day of Term 4
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Friday 15 - Sunday 17
Wednesday 20
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th

Duke of Ed Camp
Last day of Year 12 classes
Year 12 Celebration Day

Wednesday 27th

VCAA Year 12 Exams commence

Please Note: all dates and times are subject to change

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome to Spring! As the days slowly grow longer and we begin to feel energetic we know it’s time to venture outside
and enjoy the warmth. School holidays are upon us and the timing is perfect. Staff, students and families have worked
tirelessly over this term and it is time to refresh before we launch into the final term of the year.
Learning Focus
Remote learning has continued for all students throughout this term. Staff and students have shown amazing resilience
and persistence in what is a challenging environment. The College has organised for practice exams to be completed by
Year 12 students, online, over the first week of the term break. Feedback from these exams provides valuable insight for
students as they move towards end of year exams. Planning for Term 4 is well underway and a renewed focus on Literacy
and Numeracy will help prepare many students for the heavy assessment period scheduled towards the end of next term.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN results were released earlier this month. Across the country the Victorian results have been very strong, even
with lockdowns. This highlights the strength of our system and helps put into perspective our ability to “catch-up“ student
learning. At a local level our growth data at Year 7 in Reading, Writing and Numeracy is strong while Year 7-9 growth data
in Reading and Writing is also tracking well. These results provided us with the evidence we need to plan our professional
learning for the year ahead and validate the amazing work the school has been doing in these areas.
Student Wellbeing
Wellbeing has been a major focus in the College during this term. This has culminated in a specific focus on balancing
your school and life commitment as well as looking connecting with others. Headspace, a National Youth Mental Health
Foundation which provides early intervention mental health services to 12-25 year olds, has run a series of workshops
with selected year levels in the school. Their message has included 7 steps for a health headspace:

Absence Hotline: 9735 7040
Email: lilydale.heights.co@education.vic.gov.au
Visit: www.lilydaleheights.vic.edu.au

Principal’s Report (continued)…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Get into life
Learn new skills
Create connections
Eat well
Stay active
Get enough sleep
Cut back on alcohol and other medications

Parent Teacher Student Conferences
Parent Teacher Interviews form an integral part of the Continuous Reporting Process at Lilydale Heights College. In the
online environment, these conferences have been even more important. These sessions have been held over two days
and attendance rates have been very high.
Student Voice
Congratulations to Mr Denny and the Year 9 Humanities and Science Team who have been working on the development
of the new course content for the integrated component of the Year 9 course in 2022. An invitation was extended to a
group of students who were provided with an opportunity to provide their “voice” and insights into the curriculum design
process. Insights from the students have been built into the documentation and helped to make the program rich,
relevant and real.
Transition
An online parent information session was held for parents of the Year 7 2022 cohort last week. This session was the first
opportunity that many families had to engage with the College as their students begin their transition from primary to
high school. We look forward to further transition opportunities as the year progresses and are excited to be welcoming
over 200 students into the Year 7 cohort in 2022.
Thank you for your support, patience and encouragement during this term. Please enjoy the break as we look towards a
busy Term 4.
A reminder that school resumes for students on Monday October 4, 2021.
Stay well.

Rosina Fotia, Principal

TERM 4 SUNSMART
Lilydale Heights College is a SunSmart School.
This is a reminder that in Term 4 all students
are required to wear College Hats when outside.
Hats can be purchased at PSW or at the College Office.

A MESSAGE FOR PARENTS FROM OUR UNIFORM SHOP

BUILDING WORKS
The Building Works that are a part of the Lilydale District and Yarra Valley Education Plan have been progressing as planned
for the staged upgrading of facilities at Lilydale Heights College.
Stage 2 Works – The most significant steps have been the completion of “decanting” of C Wing in preparation for works
beginning at the start of Term 4. The works are contracted to be completed by mid-2022. C Wing was built during the
1970’s and as a school community we are excited to see the wing being upgraded.
Stage 3 Works – The plans for the next stage of works are currently being finalised. The awarding of the contract is
scheduled to occur in December. Thank you to the many groups who have contributed to the planning for the next stage.
More details to come.
Tim Wright – Assistant Principal.

YEAR 7 AND 8 JAPANESE – 3D CHALLENGE
Year 7 and 8 students were given a 3D Challenge to create their favourite Hiragana character or word from items they
can find at home. We have so many creative students who came up with so many wonderful characters, it was hard to
choose! Here are some examples of their work.
Ms Evans, Ms Pezzimenti, Ms Takahashi-Chan, Mrs Phillips & Mr Myddleton – Languages Department.

Year 7 and 8 Japanese – 3D Challenge (continued)…

Year 7 and 8 Japanese – 3D Challenge (continued)…

COMMUNICATION IS KEY
There are many social elements crucial to humans. The ability to communicate is one of these. The complexity of our
social groups is another; humans are social animals, we are meant to live in packs, herds. It is our ability to communicate
in incredibly complex ways that allows us to form intimate, long lasting and strong relationships with others.
These two factors are intertwined. As far as we know, we are the most advanced animal when it comes to the depths
with which we can communicate with each other and this has allowed us to perform incredible feats together. We have
migrated across the planet, even travelled off world, managed to survive in extreme environments, domesticate plants
and animals, build towns and cities, develop the ability to read and write, create amazing pieces of art and literature,
come together for sporting events, hold elections, share recipes for a good chocolate cake, etc. Of course, this complexity
has also allowed us to wipe out other animals, destroy forests, wage war upon each other, warm the globe. Whether
good or bad, these things have been achieved through our ability to communicate in complex ways and work with others.
At this current stage in history, it is more important than ever to see the positives of our social and communicative abilities.
We are meant to be surrounded by others, but at the moment this is not possible. However, we have developed many
ways to keep in contact with others without sharing the same physical space. It is important we maintain these positive
connections as much as possible. We should be reaching out to those we are close to, reinforcing our bonds, and enjoying
each other’s company, even if it is via a screen. Keep positive communication alive!
Likewise, we should also acknowledge our complex communication and communities and all we have achieved in these
tough times because of these things. To ensure the safety and health of all in our worlds, especially those most vulnerable,
we have made many sacrifices. But we can choose to see these sacrifices as positives. Lives have been saved; ongoing
illness has been averted. This is our strength. Multiple vaccinations have been created, tested, and administered in an
incredibly short space of time, a truly amazing feat. Education has continued, albeit in a very different environment, but
learning is still happening.
Yes, there have been, and will continue to be, instances where our social connectiveness and communication skills have
been used in ways that are not so positive, but if we focus not on these small groups expressing their anger, but
communicate our own joy, successes and loves with those we care about, and those around us, we will continue to achieve
great things, even if that great thing is making someone smile.
So, make sure you use your communication skills, your literacy skills, to make the most of these times, and tell those
around you of your love and appreciation for them.
Peter McKenzie – Literacy Co-ordinator.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FIBRES AND FABRICS
In Fibres and Fabrics class we have been looking at the problem of fast fashion. As part of this work, students were asked
to look in their own wardrobe and suggest how unworn garments could be "upcycled" to make something new to wear
as an alternative to discarding them. I think you will agree that this student provided an example very appropriate for the
times we are living in.

Kerry Hall – Fabrics Teacher.

CAFÉ CULTURE AND YEAR 11 FOODS
THE VERSATILITY OF STRAWBERRIES
Our students were asked to help out our strawberry farmers by buying the very cheap strawberries that have been
available over the last couple of weeks and were encouraged to make a food item using strawberries. The versatility is on
display with some interesting and great results. Well done everyone!!

Sharon Francis – Foods Department.

YEAR 7 FOOD STUDIES
7C students have been making fruit kebabs at home as part of a Common Assessment Task. Part of the brief was to
research attractive ways to cut and present the kebabs. I think Michaela and Ivy both have bright futures as food stylists!

Ivy
Michaela
A second requirement was a sensory analysis of the kebabs from a bank of words describing food. Once again Michaela
blitzed this with a paragraph worthy of a food magazine!

My fruit kebabs were vibrant and eye-catching with their colour, and they looked
extremely appetising after I created them.
The fruit kebabs smelt ripe and fresh, which was invigorating after some difficult school work.
The pineapple added a nice sharp edge to the fruity smell.
The kebabs tasted juicy and sweet. The more zesty fruits mixed with the sweet fruits made
the kebabs very well balanced!
My fruit kebabs had both crisp fruits and melt-in-your mouth feeling fruits as well. Every fruit
was syrupy and delicious!
Kerry Hall – Food Studies Teacher.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDIO ART
Following is a range of CAT tasks and general class work completed by students in Middle School Studio Art.
Louise Pastorcic – Art Department.

Abstraction in Sculpture Artworks
Students had to make abstract sculpture from materials they had at home.

Creating an Artwork – Nature Theme

Middle School Studio Art (continued)….
Found Object Sculptures
Students created a sculptural artwork with objects and materials from around the home.

Free Choice Photo Editing
➔

Middle School Studio Art (continued)….
Abstract paper sculptures

BODY KIND SCHOOLS

Body Kind Schools (continued)…

Body Kind Schools (continued)….

Body Kind Schools (continued)…
Wellbeing Tip Sheets

Body Kind Schools, Wellbeing Tip Sheets (continued)…

Body Kind Schools, Wellbeing Tip Sheets (continued)….

Body Kind Schools, Wellbeing Tip Sheets (continued)….

HEADSPACE WEBINARS
Headspace ran a series of webinars for parents on how to support their teens’ mental health. These were really well
received and provided heaps of practical hints and tips. The following is a summary from the webinars. It’s really worth
reading and saving this info because it is jammed packed with resources in the community and online that you can
access.
If you’re disappointed you missed the webinars, below is the link for future parent Webinars being run by Headspace.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/headspace-vic-parent-and-carer-sessions-34162830471

Krissy Veerhuis - Wellbeing Team

